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The Judges 
Faith in Action: Care Packages Workshop 
Scripture:  Judges 4, 6-8, 13-16 NRSV 

Memory Verse:  “The spirit has given each of us a special way of serving 
others.”  I Corinthians. 12:7 CEV  

Concepts: 
• God gives all of us gifts to use for His service. 
• God can and will use His people for good, even when they have sinned. 
• God forgives us when we ask for forgiveness for our sins. 

Objectives:  By the end of the rotation, the students will: 
1. Locate the book Judges in the Old Testament and identify it as being a book 

of history following right after the Joshua stories. 
2. Identify two of these three Judges: Deborah, Gideon, and Samson. 
3. Memorize 1 Corinthians 12:7 CEV. 
4. Recognize that these judges weren’t perfect but God still used them, God can 

use us too. 
5. Examine the cyclical structure of the background to this story: people go 

astray, there is suffering, the people ask God for help, God sends a judge who 
delivers, then the deliverer dies -- and the cycle begins again. Discover a 
foreshadowing of the need for a leader who wouldn’t die -- Jesus. 

6. Explore their gifts and how they might use them to serve God 

Materials 
Cookies and other items of choice to include in packages  
Mailer boxes  
Mailing tape 
Greeting Cards 
Markers and/or Colored Pencils 
Plain white paper for drawing a picture 
Addresses of recipients pre-typed on labels 
Bibles 
Pencils 
Faith Journal Sheets 
Special Box Addressed to each week’s class, filled with cookies, a sticker, and a 
special note about how each child is blessed with gifts to use to help others. 
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Lesson: 
Welcome the students and let them know you are so glad to see them today!  
Please be sure to wear your name tag, and to introduce yourselves.  Shepherds will 
take attendance.   

Help them recall our study of Judges and tie it into the workshop by asking the 
following type of questions:  - Please note that individual Judges will be talking with 
the students in the other workshops, about their life and how they used the gifts God 
had given them:  Cooking:  Deborah; Quilting:  Gideon; Physical Strength:  Samson.  
Student should be expected to know more about these Judges as the rotation 
progresses.   

“What is the book of Judges about?  Where is it in the Bible?  What was going 
on then?  Who are the three Judges we are learning about? 

“What are some of the special gifts the judges had?“ 
Deborah: The gift of prophecy and wisdom 
Gideon: The gift of bravery and cleverness 
Samson: The gift of physical strength 

  
“How did God help them use their gifts to help others? “ 

Deborah:  The Lord gave her wisdom to guide Barak to overcome the 
captain of Jabin’s army: Sisera 

Gideon:  The Lord was patient with him and gave him courage to face 
the Midianites with only 300 men. 

Samson:  The Lord graced him with special strength and brought back 
his strength after he was shaven in order for him to avenge 
himself of the Philistines. 

  
“Let's say our memory verse together?  “The spirit has given each of us a special 
way of serving others.”  Let’s find it in the Bible?  (Help everyone to find the verse 
(I Corinthians. 12:7.) Our Bible's have a little different wording.  We like the wording 
we are using for our verse because it is easier to understand.  You can write this 
translation in your Bible if you would like to.   Let's say it again. “The spirit has 
given each of us a special way of serving others.” 

“God has always given people special gifts.  Everyone has special gifts.  What 
are some examples of gifts?” 

Activity 
The children will be making care packages for Gloria Dei college students, and our 
deployed military personnel.  As they assemble their packages, talk about the gift of 
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love and the importance of it. Explore the idea of college being a good place to 
discover your God given gifts, etc. 

“This Sunday school rotation we are practicing using our God given gifts.  In 
this workshop, we are using the gift of caring.  We will be writing in greeting 
cards and creating care packages for members who are are not able to be 
here.  We want them to know that we are thinking of them and care about 
them.” 

Package Assembly 
1. Talk about how much fun it is to get a package in the mail!  Who has gotten 

one?  What was in it?  Show the students the special box that “arrived” for 
them this week.  Have fun opening the box, read the note, and let the 
students enjoy a cookie as they then make a special box for someone else. 

2. Begin creating and/or writing messages in the greeting cards and/or draw a 
picture to go in the boxes to be sent.  They can use the sample cards as a 
guide or create their own.  Have them write a message inside, expressing 
their caring for the recipient. 

3. Have the kids’ pack their cookies, any other items, cards and any drawings or 
artwork they would like to include in the box to be mailed.  

4. Help the child to tape the box shut and attach a decorated label.  

5. Hand out the faith journal sheet.  Help students answer the questions as time 
allows. 

Before cleaning up, gather the students for a closing prayer. 
“Dear Lord, thank you that we could be here at Sunday school today.  
Thank you for helping us to think about the gifts you have given to each 
and everyone of us.  Help us to explore what our gifts might be and to 
be kind and helpful to others this week.” 

Open the prayer to any children to pray.  Between their petitions, say, "Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer."  When everyone has finished their petitions, close by 
reciting the memory verse one last time. “The spirit has given each of us a 
special way of serving others.” 

Shepherds will lead the children to Closing Time up in the Choir Room. 

Thank you so much for leading this workshop and sharing your gifts with our children 
and us.
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